Talk to a Jesuit or a Spiritual Director
St Beuno's Jesuit Spirituality Centre is a retreat
centre in North Wales and offers a range of long
and short individually guided retreats. It is seen by
many as a spiritual home where God feels very
present both in the buildings and the surrounding
landscape.
During this time of lock down, the community at
St Beuno’s would like to offer the opportunity for
people to speak to either a Jesuit or a spiritual
director.
Spiritual conversation was very important to
St Ignatius’s mission for the Society of Jesus. Jesuits
today and the people that work with them reach
all parts of the world and engage in spiritual
conversation in many different ways.
It is not difficult to start a spiritual conversation.
Spiritual conversation involves both talking
and listening, and at the heart of spiritual conversation is the desire to understand how God is at
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work in daily life. This time of lock down and
uncertainty may well be a stimulus to seek God in
a new way or share with him what thoughts and
feelings are around. We all have a yearning to be
met and understood and at the moment there is
a particular need to connect with those around us,
to get a sense of how to live in and through this
present time and to learn and appreciate what
really matters. Spiritual conversation is one way of
making this connection.
If you would like to have a conversation with one
of the Jesuits or spiritual directors on the team in
St Beuno’s then please email Deirdre at
deirdre@beunos.com
and she will facilitate this conversation for you.
Conversations can take place on the telephone or
via Zoom, Skype or Facetime; whichever works best
for you. We look forward to hearing from you.
The St Beuno’s Community

Fr. Marius O’Reilly is a priest of the Diocese of Cork and Ross and is Chaplain at the
Mercy University Hospital. He is a past pupil of Colaiste an Spioraid Naoimh, Bishopstown.
What is it like being a hospital chaplain at this time?
Hospital Chaplaincy is always interesting. No two patients, no two days, are the same! I am
constantly inspired by our health care workers. They are very practical people, and just get
stuck in. Their instinct to care is amazing to behold and learn from. It is wonderful to be
part of their team.

Describe a day in the Mercy Hospital?
A typical day in the hospital involves visiting the sick, Mass, prayer, and more visits in the afternoon. You may be surprised to learn
that it is not as busy as it was. Unfortunately, patients are afraid to come in, which worries us.
What do you see as your central role as a chaplain and priest during this crisis?
With patient occupancy significantly reduced I found myself spending more time with the staff. This was the big change. Initially
there was a lot of fear. We expected a hurricane to land. Now, Covid 19 is the new norm.
A word of Hope.
I always find St Paul’s words to the Romans to be very encouraging: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him.” (Romans 8:28) So, stay close to the good Lord, and don’t waste time worrying - all will be well!

